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Note by the Secretariat 

 

This document presents the communication dated 20 August 2012 received from the Administration of 

Croatia: General guidance on the voluntary interim application of the D1 ballast water exchange 

standard by vessels operating between the Mediterranean Sea and the North-East Atlantic and/or the 

Baltic Sea (BWM.2/Circ.39). 
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Background 

 

1 The Seventeenth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the 

Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona 

Convention) and its Protocols (COP 17) (Paris, France, 8-10 February 2012) adopted Decision IG.20/11 

on the Regional strategy addressing ship’s ballast water management and invasive species, hereinafter 

referred to as the 2012 Mediterranean BWM Strategy (UNEP(DEPI)/MED IG.20/8). 

 

2 The overall objective of the 2012 Mediterranean BWM Strategy was, amongst others, to 

establish a framework for a regional harmonised approach in the Mediterranean on ships’ ballast water 

control and management that is consistent with the requirements and standards of the International 

Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 (BWM 

Convention), as outlined in its Article 13(3). 

 

3 As part of the 2012 Mediterranean BWM Strategy, the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 

Convention committed to enhance and maintain cooperation with the neighbouring regions of the 

Mediterranean Sea and with other relevant regional agreements in order to ensure that the measures 

adopted are consistent with other ballast water management regional arrangements. 

 

4 Recognising the dialogue established with other Regional Seas Agreements, in order to ensure 

efficient handling of the issue of ships’ ballast water management and taking into consideration that the 

“General Guidance on the Voluntary Interim Application of the D1 Ballast Water Exchange Standard 

by Vessels Operating between the Mediterranean Sea and the North-East Atlantic and/or the Baltic 

Sea”, hereinafter referred to as the General Guidance Document, was adopted by the Contracting Parties 

to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR 

Convention) during the Ministerial Meeting of the OSPAR Commission1 (Bergen, Norway, 20-24 

September 2010), and by the Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Protection of the Marine 

Environment of the Baltic Sea Area (Helsinki Convention) during the 32nd Meeting of the Baltic Marine 

Environment Protection Commission (Helsinki Commission or HELCOM)2 (Helsinki, Finland, 9-10 

March 2011), COP 17 also adopted the General Guidance Document, as outlined in Annex II to Decision 

IG.20/11, and agreed to the joint submission, with the other concerned Regional Seas Agreements, of 

the General Guidance Document to the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO). 

 

5 The communication dated 20 August 2012 received from the Administration of Croatia: General 

guidance on the voluntary interim application of the D1 ballast water exchange standard by vessels 

operating between the Mediterranean Sea and the North-East Atlantic and/or the Baltic Sea 

(BWM.2/Circ.39), is presented in the Annex to the present document. 

 

Action requested by the Meeting 

 

6 The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided in the present document. 

 

 

 
1 established by the OSPAR Convention. 
2 the governing body of the Helsinki Convention. 
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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 

LONDON SE1 7SR 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

 
 BWM.2/Circ.39 
 20 August 2012 

 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT 

OF SHIPS' BALLAST WATER AND SEDIMENTS, 2004 
 

Communication received from the Administration of Croatia 
 
 
1 A communication has been received from the Administration of Croatia on behalf of 
the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and 
the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention), the Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR Convention) and 
the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea (HELCOM 
Convention). The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona, OSPAR and HELCOM Conventions 
that are also Member States of the IMO are Albania, Algeria, Belgium, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Libya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, 
Montenegro, Morocco, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Russian Federation, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Turkey and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
 
2 The communication contains general guidance on the voluntary interim application 
of the Ballast Water Exchange Standard contained in regulation D-1 of the BWM Convention 
by vessels operating between the Mediterranean Sea and the North-East Atlantic 
and/or the Baltic Sea. The guidance is of voluntary interim nature and will be applicable 
from 1 October 2012.  
 
3 At the request of the Administration of Croatia, the communication annexed hereto 
is circulated to Member States for their information and future action as appropriate. 
 
 

*** 
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